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} 5.3 million population, diverse 
cultural heritage

} Geographic heart of UK

} Birthplace of industrial revolution 
(and Shakespeare)

} Manufacturing centre of UK 

} 13 Universities ï500,000 students 
(full/part - time)

} Urban and rural heritage

} Region in transition into the 
knowledge economy



}We have traditionally benefitted from EU 
Structural funds ïnew programme 2007 -
2013 = ú700 million (ERDF and ESF)

}Other EU funding programmes are worth 
over ú150 billion

}West Midlands ñfair shareò=1% EU funding?

}268 other regions in the EU ïwe can learn 
and work with them, strategic alliances, 
funding partners...



1. Making the most of the EU single 
market

2. Becoming more successful in the 
European innovation, research and 
development arena

3. Responding to the challenges of climate 
change and the environment

4. Engaging with the social cohesion 
agenda ïskills, regeneration, migration 
and demographic change



}Policy ïinforming and influencing

}Programmes ïmaking the most of EU 

funding for regional priorities

}People and partnership ïknowing the 

right people in Brussels and across Europe; 
contacts, networks..

}Profile ïshowcasing the best of the West 

Midlands at the heart of Europe


